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Close quarter situation VTS decision tree

Who

What

VTS

VTS

VTS

VTS

Speed vectors are converging and indicate that vessels will
be in close-quarter situation if no manoeuvring

Indicate on monitor CPA and DCPA
Is CPA less than 0.5 NM WITHIN NEXT 10 NM?

NO | YES

Contact vessels / contact first the give-way
vessel in compliance to COLREG72.

Follow carefully the
evolution of the

Do the give-way vessel or both vessels answer?

situation till it is over YES NO

Try a contact with DSC or Inmarsat if possible.
Do the give-way vessel or both vessels
answer?

YES NO

Ensure that watch-keeper is aware of the situation — Indicate
CPA and DCPA
Do watch-keepers have all information ?

VTS34/8/24

NO YES

Draft a contravention
report

Communicate all info to vessels
(Relative position of vessels, identification of
vessels, course and speed)

Follow carefully
ships’
manoeuvring

DCPA is less than 3 minutes (*)

NO

YES

mll contact —
Follow ships’

Maintain eventually a contact

Draft a close quarter
situation notice — Record
vessels radar and AIS tracks

with vessels to stress on the
emergency if no manoeuvring —
Follow the evolution

manoeuvring

(*) delay to set depending of the VTS navigation conditions and sensors
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